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nations, despite all the treaties that had been signed, nor as slaves, nor as citizens. Up
to the Civil War they were simply to be Christianized and civilized by their friends-or
robbed and cheated and despoiled by their enemies.
After the Civil War a humanitarian concern for the assimilation of Indians into
modernizing America did increase and the Federal government's role enlarged, but the
record up to then was not very encouraging. Martha E. Layman sums up the century
between 1780 and 1880 as follows:
The net results of almost a hundred years of effort and the expenditure of
hundreds of thousands of dollars for Indian education were a small number of
poorly attended mission schools, a suspicious and disillusioned Indian popula-
tion, and a few hundred products of missionary education, who, for the most
part, had either returned to the blanket or were living as misfits among the
Indian or white population.27
The educational problems raised by the confrontation of the American Indian
folk culture and American Western civilization were if anything more baffling than
those facing Euro-Americans and Afro-Americans. In both cases the hope and the faith
of the civilizing mission was that formal education was the answer. Were the discourag-
ing results due to the shortcomings of organized schooling itself, or to the inappro-
priate purposes of assimilation, the poorly trained teachers, or the unbridgeable gaps
of culture, language, or racial capacity? To the mid-nineteenth century the answers
were not forthcoming. To most white Americans the Indian problem was far off in the
wild West-for the pioneers, the cowboys, and the army to worry about. But the
modernizing process would not let the matter lie there, the whole American West had
somehow to be Westernized-that is, modernized—during the coming century. The
problem would not go away. It became ever more acute, as we saw in Chapter 13.
27 Martha E. Layman, "A History of Indian Education in the United States," unpublished doctoral
dissertation, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 1942, p. 15.

